
 

 

Understanding ILEARN and I AM Cut Scores 
Discussion Points for Initial Year of ILEARN/I AM Proficiency Levels 

 
This document is designed to support schools in communicating local proficiency levels on the 
ILEARN and I AM assessments administered in the spring of 2019. With the state proficiency 
levels decreasing, the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) offers the following discussion 
notes. 
 

How are proficiency rates for ILEARN and I AM determined? 
● Proficiency rates are determined through a very careful process that is similar across 

all states. This process involves Indiana educators with content area expertise and 
significant teaching experience reviewing the expectations of the Indiana Academic 
Standards and establishing thresholds of proficiency for each grade based primarily 
on a content judgement using objective criteria. 

● Educators then review their proficiency determinations in relationship to the larger 
policy perspective including national proficiency benchmarks such as the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 

● Finally, educators make cut score recommendations to the ILEARN policy committee 
which in turn makes a recommendation to the State Board of Education presented by 
IDOE.  The educator panel recommendations were brought to the State Board for 
approval.  

 
Why are there drops in statewide proficiency rates? 

● ILEARN is a new assessment focused on the college and career readiness of 
students articulated from elementary to middle school and ultimately to high school.   

● Advances in technology are allowing for measurement of standards that were 
previously not measured. 

● The content blueprints define rigorous standards as priorities for reporting student 
scores. 

 
How can we position our local results in light of the state trends? 

● It is difficult to compare the proficiency rates from ISTEP+ in 2018 to the ILEARN 
proficiencies of 2019 or comparing ISTAR to I AM based on blueprint, test design and 
item deployment. For ILEARN, performance level descriptors highlighted the 
expectations for college and career readiness as an independent indicator.   

● It is understood that Indiana’s students or educators did not decrease their 
commitment to instructional delivery or ability even though the cut score is lower. 

● Indiana continues to reinforce college and career readiness through multiple 
pathways in high school to achieve success.   



 

 

● Local proficiency rates will be affected by the new cut scores but are also sensitive to 
local interventions and efforts. 

● Academic progress (or growth) may offer a way for understanding how local results 
on ILEARN compare to 2018 growth shown on ISTEP+ based on the student growth 
percentile.  Progress can be legitimately measured across assessments with different 
scales and different proficiency cuts, but comparisons must be thoughtful in light of 
the content and policy expectations.   

 
How will the changes in proficiency affect accountability placements? 

● With lower proficiency rates the IDOE would expect to see a downward shift in state 
accountability grades. 

● The federal accountability placements will be new in 2019 and the cuts for these 
category placements will be set in September of 2019. 

 
 


